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PIONEER TRADING IN EARLY CENTRAL ILLINOIS
THE GORDON AND THORNTON COMPANY, SHELBYVILLE, ILLINOIS
MARCH 10, 1835 TO JUNE 15, 1836, SHELBY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Helen Cox Tregillis, Box 392, Shelbyville, Illinois 62565

- Somewhere northeast of the present public square--designated as the Lincoln Square by
. the County Board in 1922--was the original site of the Gordon-Thornton Store of 1835/36 in
.27 Shelbyville, Illinois. Shelbyville, only seven years old at this time, was the hub of this
| area in the early days. Her population boasted fifty families, contained six stores, some
. smithys, and some mills. The roads came through in five different directions during this
% trade period. Heaviest traveled was probably the road from Vincennes, Indiana, on south-

4 yestward to Vandalia, St. Louis way.

The winter of 1835-6 apparently was a turning point in population as the traffic in-
creased. Early winter travelers would buy their supplies before moving on in better weather.

= The merchants, John S. GORDON and William F, THORNTON, purchased most of the store stock
= in St. Louis as evidenced in their store journal, For the year period one large purchase of

" supplies would be sufficient. GORDON and THORNTON served as bankers--lending, depositing,
etc. Infrequently they would sell stagecoach passenger tickets. Local government officials
¢ purchased supplies for the county.

Local residents and travelers would take in merchandise, usually game, produce, or furs
~ for credit on other supplies. The merchants would buy outright or give credit. Store hours
‘.. were kept Monday through Saturday. Customers usually paid most of their bills during the
I end of the year as shown by the many payments received. A daily record was kept of the trans-
. actions--merchandise items frequently listed and credit customers named, Receipts on the
" left were opposite of the debits on the right. <Shoppers during that year had these items
as a choice:

Yard Goods Kitchenware Food Clothing Books & stationery
& spool cotton 12¢ baskets 50¢ coffee 50¢ 1b.  pelts cards
& twill cotton iron $1.75 salt 12¢ fur hats $4.50 ink
kfcotton knives tea handkerchieves 25¢ paper 25¢
* muslin 6¢ yd. brooms 20g¢ eggs 25¢ doz. shoes $1.50 spelling‘beoks 37¢
& calico coffee mill $1.00 Ooysters 31g hats 75¢ ink stand
J genea- " spool cotton soap flgs pahama hats primers 18g
4 ASG, 4 feathers crocks 25¢ liquorice vests $2.00 Murry‘s reader
AGE has B thimbles &¢ Jjugs 25¢ butter collars pencils
i silk plates plums gloves pencil points
- needles 12p skillets almonds leggins $1.25 books
1is un= SRS ribbon tumblers apples stockings chalk
B lace wash pans 37¢ rice 12¢ socks readers

' linen tin cups 18¢ duck cotton jeans 50¢ testaments
¥ pins 12¢ bowls wine 50¢ boots blank books
S cotton plaid buckets starch suspenders almanacs
many Of 2 bazette kegs mac_:ker‘al black f‘ancy hand-
that no +buckram cups & saucers whiskey 25¢ kerchieves ' .
;- ~SPun yarn brimstone Misc. sundries
Binghan salt cellar

>sing

i Spices icinal & Toiletries jewsharps 12¢
an od = ‘Cambric blue stone SRICES Medi.cing gl pd
be i | ; pepper 12¢ i1 ax see
blue twill : castor oi
o T Sy n 124 tobacco 12¢
es in | ench linen el : camphor cigars 6¢
:ietyi'E‘ Licking C?SSla &¢ Bateman's drops 18¢ cogperas 12¢
" agke shi A aium
Sy t- lhlptlng peppermint iy - beads
ny may Outton 184 ; combs 12¢ o
- “indi ginseng 3 blac ing
Sdindigo = g opium 25¢ . SnufE
Bciss 2 having brus soap .
fhitt?rs 50¢ madder ioothb?uehes pipes
m ing needles 18¢ calument i = necklaces
E:d 12¢ crean of qu;nlgiic blankets
it 4 ayen g tartar 12¢ iggiﬁsi& i gimblets 25¢
B2 QUARTERLY, XIII:2 Summer, 1981
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tape varnish
whips sulphur
glass lamps
putty spades
rosin bolts
screws tar
tacks slate
hoe rope
heat saws
wire wadding
oil hammers

ABBOTT, Isaiah
ABBOTT, James
ABBOTT, John
ABBOTT, William
ANDERSCON, William
ANDERSON, Peter
ARMSTRONG, John
ARNOLD, William
AUSTIN, Benjamin R.
AUSTIN, Elisha
AUXER, Benjamin
BAILEY, Charles
BAILEY, Harrison
BAILEY, Joseph
BAKER, Evan
BAKER, James
BAKER, John A,
BAKER, Joseph, Sr.
BALL, Jordon
BALLENTINE, J.J.
BANNING, A,
BANNING, Benony
BANNING, C.M.
BANNING, Jeremiah
BANNING, Fraizer
BANNING, Mashack
BANNING, Thomas
BANNING, William
BASYE, Edmond Dr.
BASYE, M.M,
BAUGHER, John
BAUGHER, Thomas
BEXTER, Gecrge
BECK, James E.
BECK, John F,
BECK, Larkin
BEELER, G.H.
BELL, Alfred
BELL, John

BELL, Thomas
BENNIT, R. estate
BENNETT, Austin
BENNETT, Thomas
BENNETT, William G.
BEKRY, Davis
BIVINS, Leonard
BLACK, Bill
BLYTHE, Thomas J.

ISGS QUARTERLY, XIII:2

Hardware and Tools

fish hooks 6g
flints 6¢

gunpowder and lead 37¢
saddle tree and plush

shoe brushes
padlocks 18¢
fish line 6¢
plow line
manilla cord
axe halves 12¢
nails 12¢
turpentine
bridle bits 62¢

hacksaw files
sheep shears 62¢
auger 37g¢
pasteboard 6¢
pen knives
pruners 12¢
mouse traps 12¢
salt peter
shovels

BOWEN, Nancy
BOWEN, Thomas
BRADY, T.J.
BREWER, Henry
BREWER, Jacob
BRISCO, Moses
BROWN, Mrs, ?
BRUCE, B.W.
BRUSTER, Jonathon D.
BRUSTER, Thomas
BRYANT, Adren
BRYSON, Elisha
BURROWS, Dick
CAIN, Russell
CALDWELL, 4.
CALVERT, Rolls
CAMPFIELD, James
CARR, Elias
CARTER, James Jr.
CASEY, John
CASEY, Levi

CATE, James
CHANDLER, Lona Jr,
CHATHAM, John
CLAIRAGE, John
CLAIRAGE, William
CLARK, James
CLAWSON, J.L.
COCHRAN, Charles
COCHRAN, James
COCHERAN, John Sr.
CONN, H.H.
CONNER, Zasepsen
COCK, John
CORBIN, Isaac
CORLEY, Bryant
CORLEY, J.C.
COTTINGHAM, Bartley
COULTER, Isaiah
COWAN, William B.

_62_

CUSTOMERS: MARCH 10, 1835 TO JUNE 15, 1836
BOHART, Jacob COX, Milton

BONE, A.M. Estate CRAIG, John

‘BONE, Barnett CRAIG, Robert
BONE, John C, CRANE, William H.
BONE, John Jr. CROCKER, Hiram
BONE, John Sr. CROCKER, John
BONE, Thomas A. CROCKER, William
BONE, William CROUSE, J.

CURRY, James E,
CUTLER, James
CUTLER, John
DANTIEL, William
DANLEY, Thomas
DAVIS, D,

DAVIS, Squire R,
DAVIS, William
DAWDY, Daniel
DAWDY, Henry
DAZEY, James
DAZEY, Jonathon
DAZEY, Joseph
DAZEY, Lemuel
DAZEY, William R,
DEBRALER, Alfred
DENNIS, Thomas
DICKINSON, Daniel
DICKSON, R.S.
DODSON, James
DODSON, Ichabod
DODSON, P.
DOLLARHIDE, A. and E.
DONALD, Peter
DOUTHIT, B.W.
DOWNS, Ruel
DOYLE, =7

DRAKE, William
DUGGER, William
DUNCAN, R.
DUNNING, Henderson
EARF, Daniel
EARP, Simon

EARP, Westley
EARP, William
EDWARDS, Gideon
EDWARDS, J.W.
ELAM, John

ELAM, Mathew
ELDER, H.M. & I.

watch key " HALL,
clasps & HALL,
candlewick HALL,
latches HALL, |
barrels E HAM, Z
curry combs b HAMILT(
files 75¢ S HAMTLT(
cowhides . HAMILT(
squares HAMILTC
chains $1.25 “HANEY,
bridles HANON,
HANSON
B HARPER,
ELLIOT, David ~§¢ HARPER,
ELLIOT, Jacob “ B HARPER,
ELLIS, Enos - HARRIS,
ELLIS, William § HARRIS,
EMMIS, T.  HARRISO
EVEY, Edward g HEADEN,
FAIRLEY, Wesley @ =§§i§§§’
FEARMAN, Henry S i
FISHER, David, Jr, | o
FISHER, David, Sr, . [ :E;NEgéf
FISHER, George W. 4 HENRY . ©
FLEMING, Peter HENRY' .
FLEMING, Samuel HENRY’ 3
FLEMING, William ‘-BENSOﬁ &
FRANCIS, William | —
FRANCISCO, Daniel " ETLL ﬁ:
FRAZIER, Albert B i sABEC
FRAZIER, B.F, ' Boop,

FRAZIER, Greenbury |
FRAZIER, John
FRAZIER, William
FRUIT, James
FURGASON, John
GAFFON, 7
GEESLAR, E.
GIBSON, Joseph
GILSTRAP, David
GOCDE, Nathaniel &
GOODWIN, James &
GORDON, John, Sr, s
GORDON, John S. &
GORDON, Martin &

GRAHAM, James DsoN .
GRAHAM, Jonathon ;8 TFrMm

GRAHAM, Martillasg &
GREEN, Ama : )
GREEN, Felix TER 5l
GREEN, James M. I RAHAM :
GREEN, Nicholas N, R

GREEN, William, <88
CREEN, William, 9§
GRIFFITH, Abram g

GRIFFITH, John A
GRIFFITH, JosephiE i
GUYN, Amos e T
HALE, William

HALES, John 3
HALL, John, Sr.#
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HALL Preston D.
& pALL, Samuel
§ gALL, Thomas D.
i HA]_,L, William, dJr.
B alL, William Sr.
" paM, Zerobable
S n H_AMILTON, Hanson
; LTON, Hansen
HAMILTON John

E. HAMILTON, N.
.25 & paNEY, Thomas
B JANON, Robert
HANSON, Conrad
HARPER, E.
PARPER, Reuben
~ HARPER, Samuel
HARRIS, John
= £ BARRIS, Uriah
B HARRISON, John P.
* HEADEN, Doc.
&5 | HEADEN, Thomas
_ B HEADEN, William
V& HELTON, S. ?
r <P+ S pELTON, Hamilton
1 Sr' 4 EENNESSEE, Alfred
T * HENRY, B.W.
.el ' HENRY, James B.
S o4 I WY, J.B. Estate
[y § HENSON, William
il § HERROD, Samuel
oy " HILL, William
| #5 HILSABECK, Frederick
o HOOD, J.M.
HOOPER, Claiborne
e HOOPER, Eli
= ' HOOPER, James
HOOPER, Mathew
- HOOPER, William
HOOSONG, James
HOPKINS, Lambeth
v HOUSE, T.
by HOUSH, Thomas
el HOWARD, Jonathon
. HOWARD, R.R.
Sr. HOWSE, Jonathon
S tHUDSON, David
- HUDSON, Franklin
iron RHUDSON, Joseph
'£1as :~HUFFMAN, John
' HUFFMAN, Peter
NTER, A.C. (Miss)
M UNTER, B.I.
= 2
:as Jr NMAN, Rufus
im , SP' ACKSO]\]’ John
m, ACKSON Parker
an % PJACKSON, Zinnie
in AAMES A c.

OHNSON Henry
‘UHNSON Isaac N.
‘OHNSON Knicking B.
'HNSON William B.
*UHNSON, William

. 1961 £SGS QUARTERLY, XITI:2

JOHNSTON, Adaman
JOHNSTON, Alexander
JOHNSTON, Elisha
JOHNSTON, Henry
JOHNSTON, Isaac F.
JOHNSTON, R.B.
JOHNSTON, Susan
JONES, James R.
KEMPER, John M.
KENNEDY, Elias
KILLAM, Edwin
KILLAM, Isaac
KILLAM, J.

KILLAM, Peter
KILLAM, William
KIMSEY, Nancy

KIRK, William

LAUX, John
LEDBETTER, James L.
LEE, James

LEE, Jeremiah

LEE, Lucius

LEE, Thomas

LEE, Robert

LEE, William

LEWIS, Jas. N.
LEWIS, Thomas
LITTLE, Clinton
LOOINGS, J.W.
LOVELASS, Reason
LOVINS, James W.
LOW, N.

LYKERN, 7

MAHON, Wm. H.
MANNING, Andrew
MANNING, Samuel
MARTIN,
MASON, John W.
MASSIE, Jas.

MAY, Cornelius
MAY, John

MAY, Thomas W.
MIDDLETON, Robert
MIDDLETON, Thos.
MILLER, A.
MILLER, John, Sr.
MILLIKIN, James
MILLS, A.G.
MITCHELL, Daniel
MITCHELL, Geo.
MITCHEL, James
MOBLEY, Benjamin
MONRQGE, D.

MOORE, E.W.
MOCRE, Thos., Jr.
MOORE, Thos., Sr.
MORGAN, William
MOSLEY, John
MOUNT, John
MUNCY, William
MYERSON, Charles
McCLELLON, James
McCOY, Dawvid

Alexander M.

McCUNE, Jacob
McCUNE, Joseph
McCUNE, O.
McDANIEL, James
McDANIEL, Patsy
McDANIEL, William
McKEE, 7

McKINNEY, Jarrot
McKINZEY, Aaron
McNEAR, Alex
McNEAR, Mathew
McNEELY, Alex
McQUEESE, Andrew
NAGWORHY, Thomas
NAGWORTHY, Richard
NANCE, Westley
NEIL, John

NELSON, Johnsen
NEWCOMER, C.
NICHOLDS, William
NICHOLSON, M.
ODELL, Rignald
opuM, ?

OLIVER, Joseph
OWENS, James M.
OWENS, William P.
PAGE, John J.
PARKER, Peter
PARKHURST, Elijah
PARKS, A.

PARKS, Georze
PARKS, Samuel
PARKS, William
PATTERSON, Burrel
PATTERSON, James T.
PATTERSON, Jordan
PATTERSON, Tillman S.
PEA, Jacob

PEEK, William
PERRY, James M.
PERRYMAN, G.W.
PERRYMAN, J.W.
PHILIPS, Archibald
PHILLIPS, Bailey
PHILLIPS, John F.
PHILLIPS, William B.
PILER, William
POE, Abner

PCE, James H.
POTEETE, Barney
PRENTICE, O.
PRENTICE, Rachel
PRENTICE, William
PRICE, Daniel
PRICE, Frederick
PRICE, John

PRICE, William
PRITCHARD,
PUCKETT, Isham
PUGH, John
PUGH, Robert
PUGH, Thomas
PULLEN, S.
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Jonathon A.

PURVIS,
PURVIS,
PURVIS,
RANDLE, Thomas
RANKIN, Samuel
RANSON, P.

REAMES, A.D.
REAMES, George
REED, Allen

REED, David

REED, E.

REED, James

REED, Moses

REED, Samuel L.
REESE, John
RENSHAW, Joseph
REYNOLDS, John G.
RHODES, James
RHODES, Jesse
RHODES, Nathan
RHODES, S.P.
RICHARDSON, A.
RICHARDSON, John
RICHARDSON, Richard
ROBERSON, Joshua
ROBERSON, William
ROBERTS, Alexander
ROBERTS, Burrell
ROBERTS, James P.
ROBERTH, John

George
Isaac
John G.

ROBERTSON, William

ROBINSON, David

ROBINSON, Edwin

ROBINSON, William L.
or P.

RODGERS, Cornelius
RONEY, James H.
RONEY, John

RONEY, Joseph
ROSE, John

ROSE, Sherman
ROYCE, Aaron
ROYCE, Daniel
ROYCE, Hannah
RCYCE, John
SADLER, Micaja
SALTSMAN, William
SANSDEN, T.D.
SCOTT, John
SCRIBNER, James
SCRIBNER, Pleasant
SCRIBNER, Smith
SCRIBNER, Westley
SCRIBNER, Zac
SCROGGINS, Mrs.
SEAL, Evan
SELBY, Barclay
SELBY, Isaac
SELBY, James M.
SELBY, John
SELBY, Joshua
SEDWIN, William
SHANKS, ?

Sarah
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SHAW, Caleb SWAFFORD, Jacob T. VENTERS, David WEBB, Mrs.

SHERILL, Alexander TACKETT, John VERDIN, James WEBB, Noah

SHERILL, William TACKETT, William WADE, Obediah WEEKS, Allen

SHORT, James TALBOT, WADE, William WEEKS, Bazel

SIETZ, M. TARROUT, N. WAGGONER, Amos WEEKS, J.

SILER, Benjamin TEMPLETON, John WAGGONER, Elijah WEGAR, Elizabetp f01°:9
SILER, William TEMPLETON, Robert WAGGONER, George WEGAR, John wha
SILVERS, Edward TEMPLETON, William WAGGONER, Gilbert WEGAR, Thomas the r
SILVERS, George TENISON, R. WAGGONER, Isaac WHARTON, Eli gOVT
SIMS, D.B. TERINTINE, Daniel WAGGONER, Jacob WHITE, Daniel rea’l
SIXSON, Free TERRY, Reuben WAGGONER, Joel WHITFIELD, Willig:

SKIDMORE, Michael TETRICT, A. WAGGONER, Lisby WHITSON, Charleg & oll p
SMITH, Addison TETRICT, Charles WAGGONER, Russell WHITTEN, Jonathop (@ grect
SMITH, Allen THOMAS, William, Esq. WAGGONER, Stephen WILBORNE, James

SMITH, Henry THOMASON, George WAKEFIELD, Allen WILKINS, ?

SMITH, Isaac THOMASON, John WAKEFIELD, Eli WILLIAMS, H.L.H, : mﬁéd
SMITH, James F, THOMASON, Richard WALDEN, Benjamin WILLIAMS, Isaac 9 P
SMITH, John B. THOMASON, William WALDEN, Hugh WILLIAMS, g
SMITH, Letton THORNTON, M. WALKER, Deacon WILLIAMS,

SMITH, Mary THORNTON, W.F., WALKER, Samuel, est. WILLIAMS,

SMITH, Robert Co-owner of store WALKER, William WILLIAMS, :

SODUSKY, Julia with J.S. GORDON WALKINS, David WILLIAMSON, Williag:

SOUTH, Andrew

SOUTH, Henry

SOUTH, Samuel

S0Y., John

SFAIN, John

STAMPS, ?
STANDERFORD, Archibald

TINDALL, John
TINDALL, Mary
TODD, John H,
TOLLY, James
TOLLY, Robert
TREWITT, Littleton
TRIMBLE, J.

WALLACE, Alfred
WALLACE, Jacob
WALLACE, William
WALLER, Eli

WALLER, Evan
WALLER, Joseph, Sr.
/ARD, James O,

WILSON, James
WILSON, Samuel
WIMBERLY, William
WOMACK, Green
WOMACK, Levi
WOMACK, William
WOOLEN, El1i

(STANDIFER) TROWER, T.B. WARD, John WOOLLEN, Edward I
STANDIFER, Jeremiah  TURLEY, William WARD, William, Sr. WOOLLEN, L. L e
STONE, Oliver TURNER, Charles WARNER, Davis & Co. WORTMAN, Elizabeth !
STORM, John TURNER, John WARREN, John WORTMAN, Mr., - 1
ETORM, Lally TURNEY, Morgan WARREN, Joseph WRIGHT, D, Sl o011
STORY, Moses VAN WINELE, Ormsby WARREN, Peter WRIGHT, John A, " unders
STRAIN, David VAUGHAN, James W. WATERS, John WRIGHT, Levi E 3
STRICKLEN, Warren G,  VAUGHAN, William, WATSON, ? WRIGHT, Reuben & !
STUART, James Estate WATKINS, David WRIGHT, Samuel & soy tc
SULLIVAN, William VAUGHN, G.A. WEEKS, Allen WRIGHT, William Hollan

;. I’av1ng
STORE EXPENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS C
and we

Counterfeit Money Recéived - July 3, 1835, quarter; April 27, 1836, dollar 3

CLINKINBEARD AND LAUX - September 2, 1835, received 35.00 on bill who wa
Postage - April 14, 1835 to Vandalia, 14¢; April 14, 1835, to St. Louis =‘:;: iy
O. AND A. PRENTICE - June 8, 1835 paid $10.00 on bill e
Real Estate - November 4, 1835, taxes on RHEMAN lot, $1.20; December 14, 1835 g I
received $1.25 real estate taxes - many c
John SMITH & BROS. - December 4, 1835 received $700.00 on bill; April 16, 1836 army d
received $56.00 on bill in-law
SMITH Shop - April 26, 1836, paid $3.75 on bill - fully
Traveler - March 12, 1835, customer paid in cash = - most
Wagon - July 28, 1835, paid $37.00 ~ John;
A
Editor's Note: This work was dedicated to the 100th Anniversary of the Shelby County them,
Courthouse, 1880-1980. This book is on file at the Illinois State Historical Library, but}; ent th
may be purchased from Mrs. Tregillis for $7.00 if Further information is needed. oOnly the "8 stand
names have been extracted for purposes of this article in the ISGS QUARTERLY, those which 3 : des:
appear in pp. 3-31; the transactions and bayments appearing have not been included except . Can me
"Store Expenses and Miscellaneous.” The time perind is from March 10, 1835 through Juné 155 'lknowlm
1836. Copyright date is January 3, 1980; permissic ) to ISGS has been granted by Mrs. Tre=i§ - of whe
gillis, the author, compiler, and abstracter, to print portions or all of the infbrmation-ﬂ . llﬂge
contained in the booklet. E
* ok ok o* y
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