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24 FPOWELL FAMILY HISTORY

IJohn L. Powell (horn June 3, 1859), whosze leiter appears eleewhere,
is a son of Joseph Povell and a grandson of Samuel Powell, He moved
from Illineoiz to Kanza: in 1887 and has since beer |-1'.i.".'.|._'\"i. i ar
ing and wholesale business, He was mayor of Wichita, Kansas, 191 I - o
and is now vice-president of the Fark Board of that eity. He has been FMIGRATION TO OREGON
a director in the U7, 3, Bank of Commmerce for the past five years and has
hu'n"1 rr'u--&i-lur[ ||t- many |'|'|.I-'it||--‘-; f |.l| q:l'i_;,al u,|__|_|J_- .[ “'in,-hi_'_.'l 1 i _— - . -

e has one son, Herbert Lo Powell, burn May 26, 1887 : [ —OREGON AND EMIGRATION

His IIHI_U:I[I.'_t'I'_ _1I-r‘:-~ E 1"'_ Tl|lil 'L .'I.['I! her f:Lt]i]:.' still live there. e g L i 18 -

Arminda, one of the daughters, was Alexander Hamilton Powel! _ I'he name “dregon” was first applied to the “Great River
teacher, and married his uncle, Jamez Bracken, Jokn Blaine married of the West” and later to the region drained by the river, ex-
TP o dauehter of ks eles " Brucke 3 - 3 g
Mary Ann Brackern, & daughter of 4is unele, . P. Bracken. tending from the Foc kv Mountains to the Pacific Ovean and

including the present states of Oregon, Washinglon, Idaho,
and & part of Montana and Wyoming. The name was ficst pub-
lished by Jonathan Carver in 1778 in his “Travels Through
the Interior IParts of North America.” Bryvant in his Than-
atopsis, written in 1812, refers to

PART I

“The continuous woods

Wkere rolls the Oregon and hears no sound

Save his own dashings."
" At that tirre the Oregon country was a land of viystery,
interesting for its enchantine tales and Indian folk-lore. That
this vast counlry, the western end of the earth, so te speak,
would become 3 great empire with a basy population, great
industries, important eities and thriving commerce seemed a
possibility almost too remote to be dreamed of. A prominent
statesman sald that it would take a thoosand vears to seltle
ani eivilize 1his vast region.

The dizcovery of the Columbia River by Grev in 1792, the
Louisiana Turchase in 1803 and the Lewis and Clark Expedi-
fion 180d-0 aroused a peneral nterest in the new country, m
which the question of ownership plaved an important part,
Although the United States of America had acquirec this
territory by the treaty of 1733, the Loundaries were very
indefinite and were not established until 1246,

The first white people in the Oregon eouniry woere the
trappera and fur traders.  Later eame the missionaric: to the
Indians and the immigrants, who settled the eountry in true
calonial Fashion,  The country was settled very slowly owing
to the long hazardous journey across the plains and “hrough
the mountain wildernesses. The lack of wagon roeds was a
oreat drawhack to early emigration.

Cuptain Bonneville got the first wagon across the [Locks
Mountains in 1233, Captain Wyellh made two  overlamd
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journeys from Boston, in 1872 and 1834, establishing Ft. Hall
on the second trip. This wis the western end of the wagron
road until 1843, when it reached the east side of the Cascade
mountain range, a seemingly unsurmountable barrier.  But
Samuel K. Barlow wha =aid, *God never made s mountain
without some place to go over it,” crossed these mounlains n
1816 with a train of thirtezn wagons, forming the Barlow
Pass sonth of Mt. Hooxd. Until this time the straggling emi-
grants walked or rode horscback with packs on horses and
cows until they resched The Dalles, whence they went down to
Vanceouver on barges and Indian canves, driving the stock over
the mountaing,

The first permanent white population eame as missiora l'iles
and laid the foundation for cur present educational and social
order. In 1834 Rev, Jason Lec came with four others—Rev.
Daniel Lee. Cvrus Shepherd, B, 1. Edwards and C. W. Walker—
and established @ mission on the east bank of the \l'lllnmult_v
\iver. Later a mission was established at The Dalles under his
direction. The Tirst serious e ttempt at immigration to Oregon
wasz in 1839 ns a result ol a series of lecturss delivered in_Iih-
pois by Jason Lee. Many others were interezted in the imll:ans
and the Oregon country. Dr. Marcus Whitman was sent \}-ear
by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign MIS-.CIlull':
ir; 1215 and reached Green river, Wyomine The fulluwmer
vear he returned with Mrs. Whitman, Rev. and ;'.ilr:\. 11 K.
Spaulding, and W. H. Gray and patablished the Waiilatpu
Mission near the present sita of Walla Walla, about twenty-
five miles from Wallula, the Hudson Bav's location.  Mrs
Whitman and Mra, Spauldinz were the first white women to
rruss the Hockies,

In the winter of 1842-3 Dr. Whitman made the famous
iourney on herseback to Boston in the interest of missicns aml
T.he Oregon country, and on bis return rendered valuable azsis-
tance to the great emigration of 1343, Nearly a thousand
persons —more than double the toral number ol settlers up to
‘his time —came Trom Missonri, Ilinois, Lowa, Arkansas, and
other states. Dr. and Mrs, Whitman and eleven others were
massacred November 29, 1847, by the Indians they had be-
Triended.

The first American government on the Pacific Coast was
authorized at Champoer May 2, 1849, when 102 men met in
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an open field and voled 32 Lo 50 to organize a government.
Two vears later the first provisional yovernor was elected. The
follow ng vear, 1846, the northern boundary was fixed al the
39th parallel by treaty with Great Britain, and Lhe povern-
ment of the United States came into full possession of the only
territory it has acquired without either international blooed-
shed or rash purehase.

THE PowELL TRAIN IN 1351

Our people had been reading of the Oregon country for a
number of wvears, and had also received direct information
from a man who had visited the Willamette Valiey, Tn 1350
they acvided to =ell their farms in 1llinois and scek the advan-
tages of a milder climate and the fertile land offered by the
government. When they arrived in the valley in Seplember,
1851, and viewed the beautiful mountain scenery, the wonder-
ful evergreens, and the valley covered with native gra-s waist-
high, unfenced and largely unclaimed, they felt that they had
really reached the promized land, and were well repaid for all
the havdshipz of the five-montlhs wearisome joarney. They
located seven or eight miles east of Albany, John A, i1 the edge
of the timber—like mozt of the early settlers—where water
and wand in small streams were convenient, while Alfreo, ¥ S,
amd William MeFadden settled on the praivie. Naoab loeated
in Marien County.

[I—A LETTEE—3. HAMILTON
Endieott, Wazhington,
January 9, 15040,
Dr. . ML Powell,
Spokane, Washington,
Uear Sir:

After so long T will try to answer your letter «f CUctober
18, 1895, and will proceed with my story. 1 am new about
sintveeighi vears old; my memory has failed somew bal, my
evesizht very much, and my hand is nervous, bul I will do Lhe
best Tean. Nov to my story.

The train that T was with was known as Powell's train. 1t
consisted of John A TPowell, Noak Powell, Alfred Povoell and
George Alkirve as the old men of the company, Then there were
W, McFadden and F. 8. Powell, yvoung married men. The
voung men or larger boye of the train were A, Steuben Powell,
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J. B. Smith, John Alkire, Wm. Shirl, 3. Hamilton and James
Henry Powell, teamsters aged about eighteen o twenty vears.
The old men mentioned all had families. Jemima Powell and
Ann Shir] were young women. There were also smaller boys
and girls too numerous to mention,

The bachelor train, as I remember it, consisted of the fol-
lowing persons: Joseph Williams, John Davis, James Turner,
J. M. Jachs, Jack Engle, Bocb Brown, Iress and San: Elaek,
and Bol Estle.

The reasons for leaving [Mlinoiz to come West were various.
The old men with families came to get cheszp land for them-
selves and their children, as well as a milder climate, better
health and better finaneial conditions, Others were attracted
by the gold mines. As for mysclf, I was an orphan boy, and
my heme was anywhere that [ was treated kindly. 1 wanted
to see the elephants, so came West to grow up with the country.

We started from home in Menard County, Illinois, on the
ard day of April 1851, reacted Havana on the Illinois river
April 4th in a snow squall, sv laid over & half day, ernssed on
the fifth, and stupped that night at a farmhouse at the edge
of & crab-apple thicket to buy esrn, as everything had to be
fed unlil at least the first of May. Here we met with our first
misfortune. There had been a new road cut through the erab
apple patch. Some sticks as large as a shovel handle had been
cut off with a singie blow of an axe =0 as to leave them sbout
eighteen inches long, sloping and sharp at cach end, Gne of
Unele John's fine mares stepped on the end of ore of these
sticks s0 as to throw the other end up, striking a large blood
vessel inzide of the thigh, bleeding her to death quickly,

I will here say that our oulfits each consisted of a gond
stoul wagon and four vokes, or eight head of oxen, except thai
the old men each had a family earriage drawn by two horses.

We crossed the Mississippi River at Ft. Madison, lows,
thence travelling westward striking the Mormon {rail for
Canesville on the Missouri River, Aflter getting out a few
miles from the Mississippi the country was but thinly settled.
In fact all that we could zee from our train was a Mormon
family or two seltled where there were creeks or aprings and
a little timber. They lived by hunting, raising corn and fodder
to sell to emigrants, of which there seemed to be an abundance,
[ thought I had seen deer in the Sangamon River bulloms anid

T
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on Salt Creek, 1lincis, and so I had, but they Wwere fiv com-
pared to what we saw in the open and hiph prairvies in contrai
and western [owa botweon the creeks and groves of timber.
Of course we could not count them, but the old mer e:limated
that there were as many as three hundred in a single band.

I think of nothing of interest unlil we reached Canesville
unn high ground about one mile from the east bank of the
Missouri River. About the 25th of April we moved chout a
mile below town where there was wood, water, and a little
grass, to lay over till gpraszs got hettor on the plaing. This was
the last chance to get corn or other feed. Canesville was
strictly a Morman town, but the people were soc abls and
clever, They had plenty of eorn and wild grass hay as well as
provisions to sell us. They had everything tn eat or drink
produced in the Middle West, from corn whiskey to wwestern
rezerved cheese. There wes a large blacksmith shop where
you eosuld get anvthing in that line from 2 wagon fire to an
ox-bow key, but it teok money, They were there fur that
purpoze. The town wag built of logs, some round and some
hewn, but all neat for their kind.

About the 10th or 12th of May we crossed the ziver, 1
think a little above where the city of Omaha now stands. An
amusing incident occurred here. There had been 1 hog of
about & huadred pounds weight that had followel us [or
several davs belore reaching the Canesville camp,  "Vhen we
came to eross the Missouri River., the boat was very small so
we swam the cattle. The hor was on hand and wenl inlo the
river with them. Some trouble was experienced in geiling the
cattle to leave the shore, and while they were swimming
sronnd, a cow came into proper position so thal e hog
climbed on her back and rode across the river, sliding of 7 us the
cow went off the bank, and got ont all right amid many cheers,
We then gathersd our teams and pulled around the point to
the top of the hill or ridge where Omaha now stands.  There
we zaw the first Indian eamp, but the Indians were (riendly.

I think of notaing more of special interest until we had
travelled probably & hundred miles up the I'latte River. One
morning shortly after starting out we saw a large Lbod of
buffalo across the river, pursued by large white wolves aving
to cateh the calves. There was an island in the river o little
way ahead, and the bulfaloes crossed the first branch onlo it.
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There we could see that the males had formed a ring with
the cows and calves inside. They fought the wolves off for
a while, but az we got about opposite the island, the bufialoes
started apgain, coming for the center of the train, which then
numbered ahout twenty teams. The eaptain ordered the rear
part of the train to stop and try to hold the teams, while the
fronut part moved on leaving &5 large a gap as possible.  The
train was broken at my lead eattle, where 1 stood and held to
them until the entire herd of buffalo—two cr three hundred
had pazsed. Some of them paszed near enough that I eould sec
the color of their eyes, though they were in full run, and were
making the earth roar and tremble with their tread. Mean-
while, the wolves had stopped.

Passing up the Platte another hundred miles or 20 we came
o a stream that emptied into the Platte, ealled Shell Cresk,
As | rerember it, it was twelve or fourteen feet wide and
about ten feet deep, and the banks were running full throngh
a flat country. There was nothing left for us but o bridge
the ereck, which we did, using logs for stringers and poles
for lumber. We got everything aeross that night, and camped
on a little elevaticn on this side. It rained nearly all night,
and the next morning we were surrounded by water at a
shorl distanee. We hitched up to go as the water was likely
to be higher before long.  But just then the captain ordered all
teams taken ioose from the wagons as there was a storm at
hand, and the teamsters must hold their teams. Now hail of
large size began to fall, and plenty of rain came with i. Each
vx-driver had his near leader by the horn, and had to stem the
storm and cirele Lhe oxen around to keep them going. Nearby
there was @ basin with water knee-deep in it at the start.
J. Turner, one of the bachelors, whose team was hard to
manage, was drageed into this lake, which was neariy waist-
deep when the storm ceased. We then hilched up and drove
till noon ihraugh water from ankle to hip deep, bul camped
on high ground that night.

During the month of June rain and hail storms were an
every-day occurrence,

One day I hed a somewhsat interesting and lonely experi-
eénce with a large, dark-grey wolf. I went zlone in the morning
to look after some cattle when 1 found said wolf smelling
around among them, 1 could only surmise his object as the
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cattle seemed to pay put little attention to him. T meditated &
moment over what I would do with him, as he zeemed o care
but little for my presence. Being armed with only & nard-
woad stick about five feet long and three-fourths of an inch
thick, 1 decided to secare him by exercising my lungs ul him,
and at the same time wielding my stick. At that he hezan a
retreat. [ then thought to follow up my vietory, but Mr. Walf
soon gave me to understand that while he was not azgn ssive
he vet recognized the right of eelf-defense, by turring part
way around and showing me his teeth. 1 retreated in good
order.

I think of nothing more of interest until we reached Ham's
fork. We camped here on the 5rd of July. Iere the biachelor
part of onr train laid over while we moved on, The train
divided by mutual eonsent, thinking thal both pans could
make better time by travelling in small trauins. We heard no
more of them until they overtook us in Grande Ronds Valley,
Oregon, where we learned that Press Black bad been shot
through the body by an Indian who was in niding. They never
saw an Indian anywhere near the place. They haulad Hack
swinging on & cot fastened to the wagon-bows fur seventeen
days, then laid him to rest. We parted there again, and [ =aw
only John Davig, Jack Engle and Bob Estle thereafte

I would Lere speak of Mrz. McFadden's death was it not
that I presume that you have already learned more aboul that
than 1 could tell. So I let it pass, exeept to say that =she was
buried at Lee's Encampment in the Blue Mountains. The
place was later known as Meacham Station,

After leaving the Blue Mountains we came into the Uma-
tilla Indian country where we found the Indians not only
friendly but quite sociable as far as we conld understani earh
other. Here we faund the open bunch grass hills, as far as the
eve could see, covered with hundreds and thousands cf [ndian
horaes of all colors and sizes from sbout eight hundred pounds
dovwnward, and all fat and fine, in striking contrast to ours,
which were little more then than skin and bones.

The next incident of interest occurred at the Dezchutes
River. We had 1o ferry uur wagons one at a time cwing to
the staallness of the hoat, and the rapids in the stream. Sleuben
Powell and myself were helping the ferrvmen. When about
the middle of the river, which was about five hundred feet
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across, the cable broke at the west bank and we started down
the stream at a two-forty gait. However, we caught the guy-
rope, and pulled the main line in, but had nothing to make i
fust to. To the side of us some men in a boat, including twa
Indians, scized the cable and gradually checked the boat,
swinging it slowly te the cast bank.,. The exeitement was
allayed, which 1 think was greater on the bank than on the
boat. We had to wait for the rope to be stretched across the
river again, which was done with much difficulty,

A man eame up on horieback, whose train had croszed
ahead of us, who for come cause had fallen behind. He under-
took to ford the river at the head of an island a little below the
ferryv. All hands were watching almost breathlessly with hope
and fear. e crossed the first branch all right and appeared
te us to be almost across the second when his horse struek
swimming water. The current was strong and, of course, the
horse was earricd down, The rider beeame excited and tricd
t7 turn the horse up-stream with the bridle, which resulted in
pulling the horse over onto his side. Then a general scuffle
Lbegan, I saw the horze turn over three times carrying the
man with him each time. I saw them both go down, but we
were on the opposite side of the river. Meanwhile the ferry-
mar had ealled some indians who came running to the scene,
throv ing their clolbes as thev ran. They saw the man rise
and sink the third time. They dove for him and brought him
out, rolled him across a rock and brought him to. The horse
wns drowned bnt the Siwashes pulled him ashore and saved
the man’s rig for him. The pony was fat and the Indians had
a feust,

We all got acress Lthat night and camped on the opposite
bank, The next moraing we started for Barlow's gate at the
vast fool of the Cascade Mountains, [lere we saw much stuff
that had Leen hauled nearly two thousand miles to be thrown
away almost at the end of the journey. There was a cross-cul
eaw, a iarge cupboard, a cockstove, a grindstone, and other
things too numerous to mention,

On Auzust 20th we started into the mountains. About noon
it began to rain, and continued to rain almost incessantly for
four Jays. Nothing of intercst occurred more than clearing
logs out of the way until we reached Laurel Hill. We had to
po down it, and as it was so steep that the ordinary lock would

%]
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not hold the wagon, something else must be resorted to. Some
cut emall trees, trimmed the limhs six or eight inches lopg, and
chained the top end to the hind axle. Others made rouzh locks
Ly wrapping log chains several times around Lhe tire and
fastening the end to the wagon, so as to hold the hind wheels
fyom turning. The read bed was worn down 50 as lu lorm a
chanrel for the water, which was running quite a creel., Then
in the middle of a heavy rain we started down the hill, each
wagon carrying with it a fair wagon loa d of loose rock lu pile
vp at the foot of the hill. Here we unloaded logs and
1yssened wheels, and forded the Sandy Eiver. Then up a long
slope to a high ridge known as the Devil's Back Bone, thenee
along said ridge to a steep clay peoint, not so Iomg a: Laurel
Hill bul very steep and slick, Here we unhitehed ‘-_hi_ teaims,
made a cable of log chains as long a2 the hill and hit:bed the
¢hain to the hind axle. Then we wrapped the ehain around a
tree and let it out by degrees with two men at the tengne. We
pot down the last kill wotrhy of note September &, fuu’n
vesched Foster's Ranch, fourteen miles east of Uregon ( ity,
having been five months to a day from our starting point i
Illincis. Here the journey ends,

You speak of trouble with the Indians. T will zay that
while we Teard of other Lrains having trouble with Indians
from time to time, the Powell Lrain proper had none whatever.
[ came with Uncle Noah. Uncle Al had a horse siwlen near
Ft. Hall, but that was evidently done by a white man.

—8, Hamilton.

[TT—INCIDENTS OF JOURNEY ACROSS THE PLAINS 0F UAPTAIN
JoliN A. PowELL AND COMPANY

(Written by L. Jaiwe Powell, Moy 25, 1500, to the Aed vor)

When ihe time of starting came near, Grandma s:id she
didn't want a great excitement. She had rather go «ff (uietly.
There were so many of the relatives and friends and they were
toath Lo give up se many of the best families and churcl mem-
bers. 59 we planned to start early. Some of the youny people
of the neighborhood stayed up the night before to have a good
time. We emptied straw beds and made bonfires all night;
some slept a little and some didn't. When we reached Uregon
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there were letters awaiting us telling of the large erowds that
gathered there after we had gone.

We started the drd day of April, 1851, with ox teams, The
first day we travelled fourteen miles and camped at a farm
house.  April 5th we reached Havana on the Illineis River and
commenced ferrying about noon, when a heavy rain storm com-
menced. Most of the women were over cxeept Theresa and I
and they hired a man to bring us over in a skiff. That was
my first ride on the water. The storm continued until the
ferrv-boat sank. We had to remain there two days before all
ol vver the river, The next day we had not gone far when
Pa's fine young mare thal Graindpa gave him, got snagged by
stepping on a sharp stick, and died in fifteen minutes, That
was quite a misformne to us, American horses were very
searee in Oregon, and for zeveral vears American mares were
worth $200. Their eolts would have been worth more than we
could have made any other way. After the storm at Havana
it eommenced snowing and freezing, and we had a disagree-
able time for two or three days.

April 11 we got to the Mississippi River and found the
ferry not running. Heavy rain kent us there three days, when
we were all landed salely over at Fi. Madizson. It seems very
strange now that we ever nad the patience to travel so slowly,
but that was the only way to get to Oregon, luwa was a new
country, only thinly settled in the eastern part, [n the western
part large herds of deer would cross our road. We passed
through Sheridan, the county seat of Tuea:. County, where
there was a log eour: house,

April 22 we camped at Grave Creek (lowa), so called on
account of two graves being there. I stepped from the wagon
and went to the graves and read the pencil writing on the head
bozrds telling who they were and of Lhe accident. The teams
travelled so slowly that the women could step out, go to places
of interest, stay a few minutes and run back to the road and
step in agzin withont slacking the gait of the leams. Near
(rave Ureek the men had to pey 61 Lue per bushel for eorn for
{he oxen. Nothing more of interest happenead until we got to
Couneil Bluffs, except a zevele snow storm on the 20th of
April. I passed my 21st birtiiday shut up in the wagon all
day. The wind blew & perfect gale. It was too cold to knit
so0 I enjoyed my books,

=
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We reached Council Bluffs the 1st day of May and remained
till the Tth, crossing the Missouri River that evening. Here
2 where we first met Wililam Churchill and fumily, who
accampanied us through the journey. When we crossed the
Missouri river a part of the teams and loose cattle werc made
to swim over to save the axpense of ferriage. When the wagons
and cattle were aver we heard the men and boys laughing and
cheering at the top of their voices. The hoy that hed [ Mlowed
us for several days had ridden over on a cow’s bacl. "We left
it and [ expect it made meat for some Mormon family.

Council Eluffs was a Mormon town. The Mormons had an
inspection eommittee. When a family came w.ih an in-
sufficient outfit for Salt Lake, they were stopped there until
they could supply themselves.

The next place of interest was Shell Creek, a branc h of the
Platte River, When we came up, the water was very igh and
tke bridge was washed away. The men and boys vent one
and one-half miles, cut and hauled peles and loge, and rade a
hridge strong enough for one wagon at a time, run over by
hand. The women had v walk over. The waler ran over the
noleg o deep that we ook off our shoes and stock ygs and
waded over. Pa had a litile experience here. They swam the
eattle with iie vohes on, amd one yoke of cattle got fost on a
buzh where the waler was Len feet deep. Pa went down a
steep bank inta the water up (o his shoulders, held to the
bushes with one hand and loosed Lhem with the other

There were plenty of Indians all along the Platte Kiver.

Niay 14th we camped on a little raise. The next morning
we were surroanded by water and had another tremandons
vain and hail storm just as we were ready to star. The
ground was covered with, waier for miles. Steuben upset his
wagon, and flour and everything rolled out into the watar. He
felt rather cheap, for he was called the beat ox driver in the
trair. Trains that were one day behind us remaired ot Shell
Creek two weeks water-bound. Our next crossing was ut Loop
Fork, another hranch of the Platte, Ilere, too, we werc over
just in time. Cther trains lay Lthere Lwo weeks. A nuwuiber of
Lridges were made acroze smaller slieams.

We travelled a long time on the Platte Itiver, and
encountered many rain and hail storms, the severasi we had
cver witnessed, Peanl after peal of thunder shook the zround
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as though it were tearing the world to pieces. The continual
lightning oceasionally struck the wagon tires and ran around
themn, presenting the appearance of great balls of fire. The
wind shook the wagons until they felt as though they would
upset, and the rain sifted threugh the heavy lined wagon
covers like Oregon wist. The storms generally lasted from
[fteen Lo thirty minutes, Mosl of the road up the Platle was
very sandy; from four inches to hub deep.

About the 27th of May a great herd of buffaloez came from
the river and passed through our train. They frightened the
cattle bul little. Had they created a stampede while our pro-
visions and everything we owned was in the wagons, we would
have been in a bad fix, eut so far from civilization. The next
day we stopped early. Pa and three of the bachelor train went
on & buffale hunt and killed two and wounded another, Stephen
and Hamilton Powell killed an antelope.

Noething more of interest happened till June 3, when we
carme in sight of Chimney Rock on the south side of the river,
It presented a singular appearance from the distance, remind-
ing one of a church spire. The groalest disadvantage of travel
zlong the Platte River was the lack of wood for fuel ar eamp-
ing places, in which caze we gathered dry buffalo chips and
mude fire enough to cook our bacon and coffes, As vou might
suppese the smell was not very appetizing, but by that time
we could eat anything. June 7 we came near Ft. Laramie,
but did net go to it. When we left the Platte we had a long
drive and campec at 12 o'clock at night without wood, water
or grass, We sterted early the next morning without break-
fast, and went thirteen miles to Willow Sprivgs on Sweetwater
River., A few miles farther we came Ly a curiosily called the
Devil's Gale—perpendicular rocks on either side of the river
400 [eel high, Near the head of Sweelwaler we came Lo snow
the 22nd of June. XNear thiz place iz the divide between the
interior streams and the waters of the Pacifice,

The next place of interest was the desert. Between the
divide and Green river i3 a desert of thirty-five or forty miles,
We started in it at 4 p. m., travelled all night and came out at
roon the next day, stopping only an hour to eat breakfast and
rest the teams, We took a little wood and water along for
the occasion. The drivers had a hard time of it wading sand
all mznt, and carrving their heavy ox whips, The women lay

MOWELL FAMILYT HISTORY

[

down but didn't sleep much on account of the rumbling of the
wagons, noise of drivers, and crack of whips. Clav, who was
not quite eleven vears old, sat on his horse all night and drove
the cows with other little boys his size and but litth: older.

The next day, June 2Tth, within a few miles of camp,
MeFadden's stepped.  Grandma and Aunt Polly went to them,
but the rest of us moved on, In a few hours they drave up
with a new boy. As it was the first grandson, he was ealled
John. Hec was large and healthy and lived until we got tn
Linn county. Theresa got along well and was soon able to
get out of the wagon and help at eamp.

About August 1st we camped on Snake river, One very
hot day Theresa lay down in her wagon and went to sleep;.
about 4 p. m. the wind came up very cold and blew on her for
some time before she awoke. From this she took a very bad
cold and gradually went down, and died August 10 in the
Rlue Mountains. We were then a long way from civilization.
Grandpa took the side hoards from the wagons and made a
eoffin and used the boards we had fur a table for head and foot
of the grave, eutting her name and age on them wilh his knife.
Meacham Station is now near that place.

Here I must digress a little, When we erossed Green River,
we had to pay #10.00 a wagon. Each of the old man brought
{heir carriages this far, but not wishing to pay the ferriage
on them, they l:ft all three of them on the other =ide.  Along
here Grandpa was very zick. He began to think that he would
never get through; however, he gradually recovered.

We passed the historic Ft. Hull July 11. A few soldiers
wera there as well as some white men with squaw wives, The
next day we passed American Falls on Snake Eiver, We
stopped, watered the eattle and looked across the river at the
beautiful water falling over the rocks. We passed Salmen
walls July 21. The road through the Rocky Mountains was
a gradual ascent and descent, and not very bad excepl [or bix
rocks in the road, but when we struck the Blue Mountains, we
found the =sad rocky and steep. The teams were very much
jaded, and it looked very much like eruelty to anim al: 1o goad
thein on.

August 21at we ferried Falls Eiver and paid $5.00 a wagon.
The rope broke and it took till night for <1l to get over. Then
we had to remain there till morning without wood or grass,
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We started into the Cascade Mountains Auwgust 27 with
wagons creaky, with torn eovers and jaded teams; the men
with their pants worn off to the knees by the sage-brash, and
the women no better. As the oxen died eows were voked in.
1 cannot adequately deseribe the steep mountains aor even
Laurel Hill, or tell how the wagons were let down by log
chains, with ropes and logs tied behind to keep them down,
The women walked all the way over the mountaing, and each
one carried a child. I earried Edwina, Theresa’s ehild. (1
took her when her mother first became ill and kept her until
her father married again). Grandma carried the little bobe
and Jemima carried Sarah. Aunt Polly and Aunt Hannah each
hiad & babe. Mrs, Churchill carried her Sarah. We must have
presented a lovely spectacl: carryving the babies up and down
steep mnountains, crossing streams and ugly gulches with the
vain pouring dewn all day and dripping of f our dirty bonnetz,
We kept in good spirits and at night would make a big fire of
lngs and half dry our clothes and some of our bedding; then
go to bed and sleep soundly.  Strange to say, it never hurt any
of us but the little habe, It tosk eold and never got aver it.

We got inte the valley Sepiember 3, st necon, making
gzven and a halt days in ths Caseades and five months to a day
smees we left Hlinois. We started with four yvoke of oxen to
tach wagon, but got through with but one or two oxen to the
waron—they were replaced by cows,  All went to work for
something 10 eal. As might be supposed, we had more appe-
tite than money. The womern sewed and worked [or vegetables,
and the men bought and Killed some beeves. We filed on our
donation land elaim of 320 acres, built a 16-foot sguare log
house, and went to keeping house in December, 1851,

We all liked the country snd soon forgot the difficulties of
the journey. Grandpa expresszed himszelf as well pleased with
the change with only one regrets, that of losing Theresa and
baby, Aside from all the hardships there were muny interest-
ing places and pleasing incidents.

We hard our musie beoks and frequently gathered at one
camp evenings, and many were the songs we sang.
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The 16th day of September we reached a suitablz stopping
place near the Santiam River, and after looking around located
on the prairie about seven miles east of Albany. Each man
and wife were allowed a hall-section of land, a querter-section
pach. The valley was soon dotted with log houses,

Our house was sixtepn feet square. It was buill of hewr
lgs covered with three-font boards rived out with & fro, with
similar boards nailed over the eracks in the walls. There were
swo doors: one in the south, and the other in the north opening
onte a poreh without a floor. The house had & rough [loor
made of boards split out of Fir timher. There was no window,
but we could v=ually keep one door apen for light. In the east
side wera the “ireplace and hearth, made of rock. The chimney
was built of sticks and mud, and was run up on the nutside of
the wall. Our fire shovel wag a noard until Pa made one from
a piece of iron from an old wagon. Our furniture consisted of
trestle benches for a bedstead, home-made stools, tables and
one chair which we brought with us.

We kept house over a year without & epokstove or fireplace
irernz or saovel, Our livestock was a cow until Pu traded his
gun for an Indian pony. We commenced keeping house in
December, 1851, Qur eooking utenzils were: a teakettie, coffec
pot, frying pamn, stew kettle, two pans, and a deep skillet
with a lid, to hake bread in. Grandpa bought wheat and had
enough of it ground to do all of us through the winter. Pa and
Uncle Steuben and Stephen worked to pay for it. William
Eur] had a larze band of fat cattle to sell cheap for work. Pa
and MeFadder and Grandpa and Uncle Alfred would buy one,
buteher and divide it, so we had plenty of good fat beaf, Grand-
ma and [ did sewing and guilting for scap and potetees. Dried
apples was all the fruil we had until wild strawberries and
hlackberries, which were plent ful and handy, were ripe.

Tearhers were scarce then, so 1 engaged to teach a term of
schosl the following summer. There were no townships,
distriets, or school funds, and this was the [irst school taught
in this section of the country. People were glald to have a
school, and it was a great heip to us, as it was "ard L0 make a
living and improve a farm at the same time. I taught 2 sumimer
zrhool on the basis of $4.00 a scholar for twelve wesks, We
built an addition to the honse with slabs from a mill for a
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schoul house. We left & hole for g window, and used it without

a {loor. 1 had nearly twenty pupils by keeping two from a PART III

distance. I taught spelling. reading. writing, arithmetic

geography and grammar. The baby (the family historian) JOHN ALKIRE POWELL AND DESCENDANTS
occupied the eradle in one corner.  All the patrons as well as 1

the pupils seemed to be well pleased:; 1 had no trouble and
never heard a complaint.

Faor several years whest was used az legal tender, rated at
ane dollar a buzshel. Wheat soon became very plentiful and
was the main dependence for an income, Our first erop of
wheat was seven acres put in and threshed out with oxen. The
threzhing floors were made by smoothing off the ground and
pouring water on it, then pounding it with a heavy maul until
it was hard. Wheat for braad was flailed out and separated in
the wind by pouring it ontc a wagon sheet. Neighbors worked
together, but progress was slow. It waa several years before
we got the first team of horses, which Pa helped pay for by
walking three miles to the timber and making rails, ¢

Two famiiles living near each other would exchange things.
One would buy a tub, ancther a churn, and so on. The men did
the same way ; one would buy an augur, another a saw, and so
on until each was able to have an outfit of his own.

Grandpa built & sawmill {on the creek where Manley Wilds
lived) about the year 1854. It was run day and night through
the winler season. There was not enough water to run in
summer, We all soon had frame houses, and the log honses L
were used for storage purposes.

—TI._Jane Poirell. JOHN ALKIRE POWELL
September 6, 1917, Narne Earn [ed
j John Alkire Fowell . . Feb. 20, 1807 . . June £, 1850
Savilla Smith . . . Sept 28 1810 . . Jan 7, 1884
| 1 Theresa . . . . . Jan. 28 1829 . | Aug 11, 1851
| ; Franklin Smith . . Mar. 20, 1830 . . Dec, 4, 1916

Augustus Stauben . Aug 17, 1831 . . Mar, 17, 1907
Stephen Dodridge . DMay 11, 1833 . . May 5, 1910

| Jemima . . . . . Nov. 1834 . . . . . 189
| Lourana « « .« Qet. 16, 1836 . . Aug 24, 1915
' Mary s+ o 2« Oect, 18, 1838 . .. Dec. 18, 1014
Henry Clay. . .° . Sepi. 10,1840 . . . . . ., . .
Josephine B, . ., . Sept. 11,1847 . . May 27, 1901

Sarah : w « » Dee 18, 1849 ., ., Mav 15, 1894



